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Turn with me please to Acts chapter 9. We are continuing in our series through the book of Acts.

Last week we saw how the persecution these early Christians faced in Jerusalem after Stephen was stoned to death forced them to flee Jerusalem. 

But as they fled they continued to preach the message of Jesus Christ wherever they went.

We looked at one of these disciples, Philip, as he traveled first north to town in Samaria where a number of people believed in Jesus and were baptized.

Later, being instructed by an angel, Philip heads south where he meets up with an Ethiopian eunuch who also believes in Jesus and is baptized. 

In between these two accounts of people believing, that is believing in Jesus Christ and His death on the cross for their sins, Luke includes this story about a man named Simon.

And as we saw last week, Simon “believed” but he didn’t BELIEVE. He believed in the facts of the gospel but didn’t know the person who made the gospel possible. 

He wanted the gift, the blessings and the power that comes with the gospel but not the giver.

The story we find here in chapter nine it is like Luke is saying, ok let’s talk about believing! You want to talk about believing then let’s talk about Saul.

To start with, let’s just walk through this text real quickly starting here in Acts 9:1-31.

Saul, who later gets his name changed to Paul is hot on the trail of these Christians trying to put them in jail or even having them killed in an effort to end this Christian movement.

In verse 2, He has gone to the Jewish leaders and gotten letters of authorization to hunt down these Christians. 

So he heads out to Damascus which is a city 125 miles North West of Jerusalem. 

Then in verse 3, on his way to Damascus, Saul sees this light from heaven and he hears a voice of the Lord calling to him.

Saul is literally knocked off his donkey! And he is left blinded.

When Saul got up blind, the men traveling with him and who heard the voice but didn’t see who was talking, took him by the hand and lead him on to Damascus. (Verse 8)

There Saul will fast and pray for three days. Meanwhile, a disciple-a believer and follower of Jesus Christ named Ananias receives a vision and is told to go to this man Saul and lay hands on him that he might regain his sight.

At first Ananias says “no way!” After all Saul has been hunting down, imprisoning and killing believers.

But the Lord tells Ananias again to go and lay hands on His chosen vessel.

So Ananias goes lays hands on Saul and something like scales fall from Saul’s eyes and he is baptized.

Saul then begins to proclaim Christ as Lord in the synagogue to the point where the Jews in the synagogue began to plot to kill him.

When Saul gets word of the plot he leaves and heads back to Jerusalem (vv. 23-ff).

Needless to say when he get back to Jerusalem Saul isn’t welcomed in with open arms by the Christian community.

But Barnabas speaks up for him and tells everyone how Saul had proclaimed Christ in Damascus. 

We were first introduced to Barnabas back in Acts 4:36 where we are told that his name is Joseph but the apostles called him Barnabas which means “son of encouragement”.

And because of Barnabas the encouragers words Saul was accepted.

Then when Saul started preaching Christ boldly in Jerusalem another plot to kill Saul was discovers so the believers took Saul to Caesarea where he could catch a ship back to Tarsus.

Now look down at Acts 9:31. There we read; “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

Remember Acts 1:8? You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.
Back in Acts 6:7, after the choosing of the seven leaders who were to oversee the widow’s fund and before the stoning of Stephen we read: “And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

Acts 6:7 is a summary statement at the close of the first major section of Acts, the witness in Jerusalem.

Now here in Acts 9:31 we see a summary statement at the conclusion of the second major section of Acts, the witness in Judea and Samaria.

Ok, now I would like to draw some lessons from our text this morning as we talk about believing. What does it look like to really believe?

When someone truly believes in Jesus Christ, there are inevitable marks of their salvation.

I realize that elsewhere in scripture we find many more marks of believing faith than I can begin to list here this morning. 

But in our text here in Acts 9, I find at least 9 marks of someone who truly believes in Jesus Christ and who are truly saved.

The question for you this morning as we quickly go over each of these marks is, how true is this of you? Is your “belief” in Jesus Christ mark your life this way? 

If you truly believe in Jesus Christ, these are the things that should mark your life.

Frist:
A. The mark of true belief is a conviction of sin.

Before you can become a saint you must first see yourself as a sinner. 
In verse 4 of chapter 9 the Lord asks; “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”

The repetition of his name shows the Lord’s tender concern for Saul. We see this in the gospel where Jesus says; “Martha, Martha,” or “Simon, Simon,” or “Jerusalem, Jerusalem” (Luke 10:41; 22:31; 13:34). 

With this question the Lord was not trying to gain information! Rather, He was trying to get Saul to consider what he was doing. 

Saul thought that he was tracking down the followers of Jesus, but in reality, he was persecuting Jesus Himself. 

With every Christian Saul harmed, he was plunging the sword again and again into the wounded side of Jesus!

In response to this traumatic revelation, Saul did not eat or drink for three days. 

I do not think that he decided, “I need to fast and pray about these things.” 

But, as when a person is mourning over the death of a loved one doesn’t even desire food, so Saul, in mourning over his sins, lost his appetite.

One of the ministries of the Holy Spirit is to convict us of our sins. 

While this conviction of sin starts before salvation to show us our great need for a savior, it continues in the years that follow as we grow in Christlikeness. 

There is no such thing as a truly born-again person, someone who truly believes in Jesus Christ, who lacks a growing sense of their own sinfulness. 
The closer we walk in the light, the more that light reveals the darkness of our sinful hearts. 

Along with that conviction of sin:
B. A mark of true belief is a humbling from our pride.

Pride is the root of all sins, and we all must fight it every day. But no one who truly believes in Jesus Christ can boast in their own righteousness. 

No one who believes in Jesus thinks that their good deeds will commend them to God. 

Saul went storming off to Damascus with authority to arrest Christians. He had power on his side. 

But after the Lord struck him down, he had to be led by the hand into the city. At first, he was independent and strong; afterwards, he was dependent and weak. 

No one who truly trust in Christ for salvation boast in themselves.

The Lord no doubt used Ananias, a simple believer, to teach Saul humility. Saul had been educated under the most renowned Rabbi of his day, Gamaliel. 

Before that he had probably studied at the university in Tarsus. 

But now God forces Saul to receive his sight and instructions for what he should do next from this simple servant, otherwise unknown in Scripture. 

Humility is not optional. 

All who are truly believe in Jesus will freely acknowledge their own sinfulness, and will give all the glory for their salvation to God alone.

Another:
C. Mark of true belief is a recognition of and obedience to the lordship of Christ.

Saul asks, “Who are You, Lord?” He got an immediate answer: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” 

Saul instantly realized that Jesus was alive from the dead, as all of His followers had been proclaiming. 

He also recognized, to his horror at first, that Jesus was not only alive, but also exalted to the throne of God the Father. 

Saul realized that Jesus’ death on the cross did not discredit him as a false prophet but was in fact fulfilled prophecy and was God’s provision for our sin. 

Jesus’ resurrection confirmed Him as being Israel’s Messiah and Lord of all the earth.

When this risen and exalted Lord tells Saul, “Get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do,” Saul does not say, “I think I’d like to accept You as Savior, but I’m not ready to accept You as Lord.” 

No! He got up and went into the city.

After Ananias prayed for him and he regained his sight, the first thing that he wanted wasn’t go out and eat a big meal because he had been fasting to three day, no he wanted to be baptized in obedience to the risen Lord. 

Only after that did he eat. 

Everyone who is truly believes in Jesus Christ recognizes the exalted authority of Jesus Christ and seeks to live in obedience to Him, no matter what the cost.

I also see here that:
D. A mark of true belief is a transformation from spiritual blindness to spiritual sight.

Paul began the trip physically seeing, but spiritually blind. He ended it physically blind, but spiritually seeing. 

What he formerly thought that he saw, he no longer saw. What he formerly did not see, he now saw. 

What was formerly gain to him now was loss. What he formerly despised, he now cherished. 

Just as Jonah was three days and nights in the belly of the great fish, so Saul was three days and nights in the dark. 

When the scales fell from his eyes, he saw everything in a new light, the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in Christ. 

Every truly believing person can say, “I once thought that I saw, but I was blind. Now, by God’s grace, I see.”

And:
E. A mark of true belief is a seeking the Lord in prayer.

The Lord tells Ananias regarding Saul, “For behold, he [that is Saul] is praying” (9:11). 

If I was to put this into my own words I would say; “Whoa, check it out, this dude is praying!” 

Before this, as a Pharisee, Saul prayed often every day. But now, “Whoa! He is praying!” For the first time, Saul is really praying. 

He isn’t just reciting the ritualistic prayers of religion at set times of the day. 

He is praying from the heart, really seeking God. 

No doubt he was first and foremost seeking God’s forgiveness for the many terrible things that he had done. 

He was probably seeking God’s guidance for what he should do next. 

He was seeking God’s revelation, so that he could really know Him, and Jesus Christ, whom the Father had sent (John 17:3). 

People who truly believe in Jesus Christ begin to pray in the true sense of the word for the first time.

Along with prayer 
F. A mark of true belief is fellowship with the Lord’s people.

Saul was on a mission to destroy the Lord’s people. But now, he is dependent on one of the Lord’s people to regain his sight. 

Ananias was a godly Jew who had accepted Jesus as his Messiah. 

After he receives the confirmation that he needed from the Lord, he goes to Saul and greets him in verse 17; “Brother Saul.” 

How wonderful those words must have sounded to Saul! “Brother Saul!” 

As this chapter opens us Saul was public enemy number one of the church. But after God transformed him, he immediately became Brother Saul. 

One reason that the Lord sent Ananias, rather than healing Saul’s sight directly in answer to his prayers, was so that Saul would begin to see what he later taught clearly, that the church is the body of Christ. 

We are members of one another.

It is interesting how believers are referred to in this short story. They are members of “the Way” (a description of Christians found only in Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22), showing the fact that Christ is the only way to God. 

They are called disciples (9:1, 10), which means followers or learners of Jesus. 

They are saints (9:13), or holy ones, which refers to our being set apart from the world to God. 

They are “those who call upon Your name” (9:14), showing our dependence on God in prayer. 

And, they are brothers (9:17). 

But best of all, Jesus tells Saul, “You have been persecuting Me!” By persecuting the church, Saul was persecuting Jesus Himself, the Head of His body, the church. 

An organic and permanent union exists between Christ and His people. 

When someone harms us, they are really harming our Lord. 

People who truly believe in Jesus Christ love the fellowship of the saints, because we are members of one another and of our exalted Head.
I also see here that:
G. A mark of true belief is a life lived under the power and control of the Holy Spirit.

Ananias tells Saul that the Lord has sent him not only so that Saul would regain his sight, but also so that he may be filled with the Holy Spirit (9:17). 

Every Christian receives the indwelling Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation. 

The Spirit gives us the power to overcome sin and the Spirit’s life in us produces the character qualities that are called the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). 

If you are seeking to live the Christian life in your own strength, you will be defeated and frustrated. 

But if you live daily in submission and dependence on the Holy Spirit, you will experience consistent victory over sin and the joy of salvation welling up within you.

And finally:
H. A mark of true belief is a new purpose and direction in life that is in line with God’s sovereign will.

To truly believe in Jesus Christ means that you are no longer your own; you has been bought with a price. 

So you now live for God’s purpose. 

Saul was God’s chosen instrument (or vessel), to bear His name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel. 

Everyone who believes in Jesus Christ needs to ask, “Lord, what will You have me to do with my life?” 

Remember, like with Saul, God uses believing sinners as His chosen instruments in the cause of the gospel.

Formerly, Saul had a mission, but it was self-willed and evil. He thought that he was serving God by eliminating these “heretics,” but he was only feeding his pride and lust for power. 

He was advancing beyond many of his contemporaries (Gal. 1:14), climbing the religious ladder to prominence. 

But now, he becomes an earthen vessel, filled with God’s treasure (2 Cor. 4:7), with a new purpose of glorifying God, whether by life or by death (Phil. 1:20). 

Formerly, he inflicted suffering on others; now, he will suffer much for the sake of Christ. 

Formerly, he despised the Gentiles; now, he will offer to them the riches of Christ.

If God has saved you from your sins, He has a purpose for your life, and it is not primarily for you to succeed in the American dream. 

His main purpose has to do with eternal realities. 

He wants to use you in His great cause of discipling the nations. 

He may let you fulfill His purpose by staying in America. But, He may call you to go to a country where Christ is not nearly so well known. 

The main thing is for you to be a willing and clean vessel, “useful to the Master, prepared for every good work” (2 Tim. 2:21).
Conclusion

In 1 Timothy 1:16, Paul says, “And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.” 

Paul’s conversion is an example for us all. It is an example of the fact that none are too far gone for God’s mighty power to save. 

It is an example of what God can do when He takes hold of a life. 

It is an example to encourage us to pray for and share with every sinner, no matter how wicked. 

It is an example for us to commit ourselves afresh to whatever purpose God has given us to do for His kingdom. 

As Paul later wrote, “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf” (2 Cor. 5:14-15).
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